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Lara-Murphy Report: We 
have been impressed not only with the scholarly 
positions of !e Independent Institute, but also 
of the courage you showed in the wake of 9/11, 
when most other free-market groups were stick-
ing their "ngers in the air to see how popular it 
would be to stand up for individual liberty in 
that environment. Can you explain to our read-
ers what !e Independent Institute stands for? 

David Theroux: When the tragic 
events of 9/11 hit, the Independent Institute 
was among a precious, few, free-market groups 
that did not either completely cave in to politi-
cal expediency or cower from speaking out. And 
as we have warned, these events have been used 
to fan the %ames of government spending, debt, 
and power to unprecedented levels.  !e work 

books Crisis and Leviathan; Depression, War 
and Cold War; etc.) has proven to be prophetic 
in showing how crises, especially war crises, are 
used to expand government power, and since 
9/11 we have seen enormous losses of life com-
bined with trillions of dollars spent on unend-
ing wars, massive pork, entitlements, cronyism, 
and economic nationalism.

!e mission of the Independent Institute is 
to boldly advance peaceful, prosperous, and free 
societies, grounded in a commitment to human 
worth and dignity. !rough our many books, 
quarterly journal The Independent Review, Pol-
icy Reports, events, media projects, and student 
programs, we aggressively work to rede"ne and 
redirect the most important debates of today 
while working to secure the free societies of to-
morrow.

In our work, we have been privileged to have 
received many awards including more Sir Anto-
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any group worldwide. And this past year, we 
have also received three Eric Ho#er Best Book 
Awards, "ve IPPY Awards for Best Book (from 
the Independent Book Publishers Association) 
and two PROSE Best Book Awards (from the 
Association of American Publishers).

As a result, the Institute’s publications and 
events earn the highest praise and our commu-
nications based on this work resonate across so-
ciety. More speci"cally, we annually have 3,000 
print articles, 300 million monthly readers, up-

-
lion web visits. Our weekly email newsletter, The 

A Beacon of Truth

Lighthouse, reports on new studies and com-
mentary by our fellows and our blog, The Bea-
con, was named the #1 Libertarian Blog by the 
Washington Times. We have recently released 

further posted more than 340 videos online and 

a new video series, Independent Watch. In all, 
we annually reach 3.1 billion across print/web/

LMR: In contrast to other organizations 
that focus on teaching what we might call “the 
classics” of liberty and economics to the next 
generation, it has seemed to us that !e In-
dependent Institute has focused on producing 
original scholarship. Do you agree with this as-
sessment? What are some of the most important 
books that the Institute has recently published?

DT: With over 140 fellows, we have been 
quite privileged to work with many, superb 
scholars in producing seminal, peer-reviewed 
books and other publications that advance the 
ideas of liberty. Our doing so is aimed at pro-

“The mission of the 
Independent Institute is to 

boldly advance peaceful, 
prosperous, and free societies, 

grounded in a commitment to 
human worth and dignity.”
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ducing information that can withstand any 
scrutiny in questioning the fatal conceit of the 
Zeitgeist over any and all social and economic 
issues. More and more people are becoming 
disillusioned with the fallacious, “progressive” 

connect with them with perspectives grounded 
in the ethics of liberty and civic virtue that they 
can trust and utilize.

A sampling of our recent, notable books in-
cludes:

Priceless: Curing the Healthcare Crisis 

Living Economics: Yesterday, Today, and To-
morrow
Gun Control in the Third Reich: Disarming 
the Jews and “Enemies of the State” (Ste-
phen P. Halbrook)
The Power of Habeas Corpus in America: 
From the King’s Prerogative to the War on 
Terror
Global Crossings: Immigration, Civiliza-
tion, and America
Financing Failure: A Century of Bailouts 

Delusions of Power: New Explorations of 
the State, War, and Economy (Robert Higgs)
Aquanomics: Water Markets and the Envi-
ronment

Middle East (Ivan Eland)
Beyond Politics: The Roots of Government 
Failure
Crisis and Leviathan: Critical Episodes in 
the Growth of American Government, 
Anniversary Edition (Robert Higgs)

LMR: You personally have a great interest 
in C.S. Lewis. Can you tell us about it?

A Beacon of Truth

“More and more people 
are becoming disillusioned 

with the fallacious, 
‘progressive’ narrative of 

Big Government.”
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DT: C. S. Lewis has been one of the most 
in%uential writers of the 20th and 21st centu-
ries, and his books continue to sell at astound-
ing rates, with "lms, stage productions, concerts, 
schools, and public forums of all sorts based on 

-

Kennedy and Aldous Huxley also died), Lewis 
was memorialized by being inducted into Poets’ 
Corner at Westminster Abbey in London, as 
one of the most notable thinkers and writers in 
history, alongside such "gures as Chaucer, Sam-

apart from others is not just his enormous in-
%uence as a rational convert from atheism to 
Christianity but his remarkable track record in 
challenging the urban legends of “modernism,” 
including naturalism, reductionism, nihilism, 
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positivism, scientism, historicism, collectivism, 
statism, coercive egalitarianism, militarism, wel-
farism, and dehumanization and tyranny of all 
forms.

Lewis also well understood the power of 
and need for the enduring truths of “story” or 
metanarrative in all of our lives, and his great-
est successes have been his novels, including the 
7-volume Chronicles of Narnia, The Screwtape 
Letters, the 3-volume Space Trilogy, The Great 
Divorce, and Till We Have Faces. Lewis knew 
that good stories re%ect and lift us up into deep-
er truths, and the natural-law tradition is one 
key element of these truths.

Lewis is best described as a natural-law, clas-
sical liberal, and his piercing critique of the pre-
sumptuous, secular claims of “modernism” shat-
ters the basis for most of the folly and indeed 
evils we see so rampant in the rise of statism in 

“Lewis was 
memorialized by 

being inducted into 
Poets’ Corner at 

Westminster Abbey 
in London, as one 
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the modern world. Lewis was a scholar by pro-
fession, having held positions at both Oxford 
and Cambridge, and his scholarly books remain 
indispensable in the study of Medieval and Re-
naissance literature, including Milton, Spencer, 
etc. But Lewis wrote extensively in philosophy, 
theology, both adult and children’s literature in-
cluding science "ction, literary criticism, biogra-
phy, and current a#airs, with his Christian, nat-
ural-law perspective vividly woven throughout. 

The Abolition of Man, That Hideous Strength, 
and God in the Dock are must reading.

LMR: More generally, there is a signi"cant 
element of the libertarian/free-market commu-
nity that is not merely agnostic, but is openly 
hostile to theism. Do you have any thoughts on 
this phenomenon?

DT: !e existence of agnostic, atheist, and 
anti-theist thinking among some libertarians 
and pro-market people has largely resulted from 
the ready access to the novels of Ayn Rand, but 
this tradition is deeply rooted in the “Enlight-
enment project” of the 17th and 18th centuries. 
What Rand tried to do was re-position moral 
ethics as an objective standard of natural rights 
against the utilitarianism and moral subjectiv-
ism of the post-Enlightenment’s secular aban-
donment of natural law. Her problem was her 
trying to ground her ethics in naturalism itself 
when the entire basis for natural rights sprang 
from the theism of natural theology.

As a naturalist, Rand believed that only the 
natural world exists (i.e., all of reality consists 
solely of matter, energy, and the laws of physics). 
But as Lewis shows in his book Miracles, if all 
of human behavior is simply “matter in motion,” 
determined mechanically and materialistically 
by emergent “"tness” as somehow programmed 
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by the laws of physics, then no thought, includ-
ing the theory of naturalism itself, can be known 
to be true or not. Indeed for naturalism, no free 
will to infer and make arguments can exist since 
all human thought is merely bio-chemical re-
actions determined physically. However, such 
reductionism refutes itself because all human 
inferences (including those by Rand) must as-
sume as pre-conditions the “properly basic 

or reciprocity. As Lewis well noted, “A dog-
matic belief in objective value is necessary to 
the very idea of a rule which is not tyranny or 
an obedience which is not slavery.” If moral-
ity is based solely on self-interest or reciprocity, 
then no objective standard exists to determine 
what is or is not moral other than subjective 
self-interest. !e naturalist tries to con%ate the 
“is” with an “ought” but ends up in an unwork-
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knowledge” that one’s mind, free will and other 
minds do exist independent of material deter-
minacy, refuting the very basis for naturalism. 
In other words, all human inferences necessarily 
"rst assume a metaphysical dualism (substance 
dualism) which means that naturalism alone 
cannot explain reality. As a result, the naturalist 
assumptions by atheists produce a self-refuting 
and incoherent view in that they must then 
deny the existence of the very human attributes 
and factors of existence that they seek to defend 
(e.g., free will, reason, individual agency, objec-
tive truth and morality, science, etc.).

Moreover and contrary to Rand and other 
naturalists, morality is not based on self-interest 

able dilemma. As such, if someone believes that 
using invasive violence against another (e.g., 
murder, theft, rape, and fraud) can advance his/
her own interest and the chance of being caught 
is slim to non-existent, then morality for this 
person (“"tness” or in Rand’s case, “sel"shness”) 
equals aggression against the innocent because 
all morality is merely subjective and situational. 

-
ing harm to bene"t himself/herself and neces-
sarily “ought” to do so since only “"tness” ap-
plies. Hence, Nazi ethics would be equivalent to 

the situation because “"tness” assumes that 
there is no objective standard and that all brain 
states and truth are subjective. Indeed, this is the 

“If all of human behavior is simply 
‘matter in motion,’ determined mechanic-

ally and materialistically by emergent 
‘fitness’ as somehow programmed by 
the laws of physics, then no thought, 

including the theory of naturalism itself, 
can be known to be true or not.”
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dilemma that all utilitarian-rights theorists have 
in trying to achieve a standard for morality and 
explains the historical decline of classical-liberal 
thought which, once abandoning natural law 
theory, was left clinging to the shifting sands 
of moral and epistemological subjectivism. In-
terestingly enough, since “radical altruism” has 
been considered the highest standard for human 
behavior in societies worldwide since the dawn 
of mankind, this powerful evidence for natural 
law suggests that self-interest cannot explain 
morality.

Lewis’s critique of naturalism is known as the 
“Argument from Reason,” and highly in%uen-
tial, contemporary philosophers such as Alvin 
Plantinga have since produced a very powerful 
literature that re-establishes the philosophical 
basis upon which the ideas of individual liberty, 
personal responsibility, the rule of law, civic vir-
tue, and free markets rest.1

LMR: What is your long-term view on the 
prospects for liberty? Do you have any recom-

ics and economics is unsustainable and always 

called “the seen and the unseen,” (2) all people 
instinctively understand the natural-law princi-
ples that murder, theft, rape and fraud are wrong 
and should be outlawed, and (3) we are rela-
tional beings who seek to love and be loved and 
all such relationships are based on trust among 
people that only natural-law principles consis-

-
cal mass of any society must apply these truths 
universally to all people in or out of government, 
and institutions based on natural law are essen-
tial to maintain a society in which abrogations 
of the natural law are held to a minimum and 
certainly not institutionalized as they are today 

we see today more and more people disillu-
sioned by the arrogance, corruption, and folly 
of Washington power over their lives, and the 
Independent Institute and other freedom-lov-
ers have a unique and grand opportunity now to 
connect with these growing numbers to advance 
the ideas of liberty for the future.
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mendations for the 
best strategy that 
!e Remnant should 
adopt to swell its 
ranks—or does that 
mindset miss the 
point?

DT: I am an op-
timist because (1) 
ignoring the natural-
law principles of eth-


